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Plantation Place 
 
The Plantation Place Development 
Plantation Place is a development for The British Land Company PLC. This complex office project 
combines sensitive civic design with a sophisticated approach to environmental performance. 
Constructed on a 2.5-acre city block site in the heart of the City of London, the innovative 
development comprises 16-storey No.1 Plantation Place, on Fenchurch Street, and the 10-storey 
No.2 Plantation Place on Great Tower Street 
  
Internally, the unique atrium of 1 Plantation Place advances southwards and upwards as a series of 
interlocked volumes, enabling sunlight to reach deep into the development. As the heart of the 
building, the atrium is not only the focus of circulation - it has also been designed as a social hub and 
art space.  Externally, the form and facades of No.1 Plantation Place acknowledge the rich historic 
patterns of the City. The lower levels of the building are a contemporary response to the characteristic 
stone surfaces of the surrounding streets. Projecting limestone fins, viewed obliquely, create an 
impression of gravitas and solidity without reducing the occupiers’ external views. Floor plates extend 
to the site boundary to reinforce the neighbouring urban pattern, and to create deep plan office areas 
ideal for financial trading operations.  Rising above the cityscape, the glassy, transparent, upper 
levels of the building dematerialize to finish in two distinctive glass cubes. The presence of these 
cubes on the City skyline identifies Plantation Place in its wider urban context. As the building steps 
back, a series of external garden terraces are revealed. Decked and planted, these terraces afford 
superb views across the City. 
 
The development also incorporates a new pedestrian route, Plantation Lane. The route cuts through 
the city block, from Wren’s St Margaret Pattens church to Mincing Lane. The creation of this route - a 
combination of art, architecture and urban design - is part of a strategy to embed the new building into 
the ancient city grain, and to enhance the urban context. One side of the new route is marked by an 
integrated artwork. An illuminated screen, 41m long and 6m high, depicts the surface of the moon, 
while the natural stone pavement is inscribed with text. Designed in collaboration with artist Simon 
Patterson, the artwork was conceived to suggest constancy during times of change.   
 
Environmental Performance   
The façade treatment of 1 Plantation Place is as much a reflection of the sophisticated ventilation 
strategy as it is a response to the historic surroundings. The whole building offers a high quality, fully 
air conditioned environment. Additionally – and for the first time in a commercial building in the City of 
London – the upper levels can also be operated without air conditioning. Windows can be opened at 
the users’ discretion. Where the building steps back at floor seven, the development gains a second, 
glassy skin. Here, large overlapping glass “tiles” provide a buffer zone that protects the high 
performance inner skin. Blinds descend to provide solar shading as required. If an occupant prefers to 
ventilate the space naturally, the glazed tiles act as a rain screen and minimize draughts. This façade 
strategy offers an enhanced level of office comfort and reduces building energy consumption. The 
lower levels of the building provide deep plan office space within the tight city streets. Here, natural 
ventilation is not appropriate. Instead, the outer screen of glass tiles is replaced by a series of vertical 
limestone fins. These form a deeply articulated stone veil that provides sun shielding, and adds “civic 
presence” to the scheme. From an acute angle, the building appears solid.  
 
Sustainability is considered in the context of the whole building. Opportunities to generate social 
space within the building have been maximised. Below ground, an abandoned artesian borehole has 
been re-opened and brought back into use, providing an economical source for toilet flushing and 
irrigation. Zero ozone depleting materials, renewable timber and highly efficient systems have been 
used throughout, while waste management is carefully controlled. These strategies, together with a 
range of other measures resulted in a ‘Very Good’ award under BREEAM 2002.   
 


